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Who	  we	  are,	  what	  we	  do	  

•  Interna-onal	  business	  associa-on	  represen-ng	  
the	  decentralised	  energy	  sector	  working	  
towards	  the	  integra-on	  of	  renewables	  into	  rural	  
electrifica1on	  markets	  in	  developing	  and	  
emerging	  countries	  

	  
•  Enabling	  improved	  energy	  access	  through	  

business	  development	  support	  for	  more	  than	  80	  
members	  by	  targeted	  advocacy	  and	  facilita-ng	  
access	  to	  interna1onal	  and	  regional	  funding	  

	  
•  Global	  plaQorm	  for	  sharing	  knowledge	  and	  best	  

prac1ces	  to	  provide	  for	  rapid	  implementa-on	  of	  
available	  and	  advanced	  RE	  technologies	  and	  
services	  
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Click	  image	  to	  download	  publica-on	  



	  Members	  from	  industry,	  academia	  and	  public	  sector	  
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We	  partner	  with	  interna1onal	  and	  na1onal	  organisa1ons,	  projects	  and	  
ini1a1ves,	  the	  media	  and	  other	  industry	  pla<orms.	  	  

	  

	  

 

	  

Introduc-on	  -‐	  Strong	  partners	  

Selected	  interna-onal	  organisa-ons	  with	  which	  we	  have	  formalised	  coopera-ons	  
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Global	  Scenario:	  Needs	  
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Global	  Scenario:	  Needs	  

	  Source:Breyer	  Ch.,	  Werner	  C.,	  et	  al.,	  Off-‐Grid	  Photovoltaic	  
Applica-ons	  in	  Regions	  off	  Low	  Electrifica-on:	  High	  Demand,	  
Fast	  Financial	  Amor-za-on	  and	  Large	  Market	  Poten-al,	  26th	  EU	  
PVSEC,	  Poster	  5BV.1.45	  

STUDIES:	  
IRENA	  
REN21	  
ECREEE	  
MENA	  



Global	  Scenario:	  Plans:	  SE4ALL	  

Source: Richenda Van Leeuwen, Achieving Universal Access to Energy by 2030 
 Executive Director, Energy and Climate, Energy Access Initiative 
United Nations Foundation 

UN	  Secretary-‐General	  Ban	  Ki-‐moon	  has	  called	  on	  governments,	  businesses,	  and	  civil	  
society	  to	  make	  commitments	  to	  ac-on	  to	  accomplish	  three	  objec-ves	  by	  2030:	  
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Global	  Scenario:	  Plans:	  Many	  Other	  ini-a-ves	  
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Global	  Scenario:	  Investments	  

Source: Richenda Van Leeuwen, Achieving Universal Access to Energy by 2030 
 Executive Director, Energy and Climate, Energy Access Initiative 
United Nations Foundation 

The investments needed are huge, but relatively small if we compare with other  
Global figures quite popular by the International Financial Crisis. 
And the R.O.I. is enormous in all aspects. 
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R.E.	  Technologies	  are	  becoming	  fully	  compe--ve	  with	  conven-onal	  ones	  	  

	  
New	  Technical	  Solu-ons 
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New	  Technical	  Solu-ons 
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From small appliances and 
Pico Systems to 
sophisticated Mini Grids: 
Improvements are huge! 

	  
New	  Technical	  Solu-ons 
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New cook stoves, solar cookers, solar thermal water heaters, biogas community installations… 
Many efficient, simple,  reliable, economical, accessible and clean technologies are ready to provide a better 
life and facilitate economic development in remote communities    
 
 

	  
New	  Technical	  Solu-ons 
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The	  Actors	  

Many actors all around the 
World.  
Lack of communication and 
combination of efforts?  
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Conclusions	  
	  

•  Coordina-on	  of	  interna-onal	  development	  work	  proved	  to	  be	  key	  for	  the	  success.	  
There	  is	  a	  need	  for	  aligning	  coopera-on	  ini-a-ves	  more	  strongly,	  to	  match	  the	  
countries	  needs	  and	  interests.	  

•  The	  industry	  has	  to	  improve	  communica-on	  about	  technology	  advances	  

•  Importance	  of	  having	  a	  Ministry	  dedicated	  solely	  on	  RE,	  so	  that	  fossil	  fuel	  policies	  
do	  not	  interfere	  with	  RE	  ones.	  	  

•  A_rac-ng	  private	  investment	  is	  essen-al,	  u-li-es	  have	  revealed	  key	  actors	  in	  the	  
field	  of	  rural	  electrifica-on	  

•  Donors	  and	  financing	  ins-tu-ons	  focus	  on	  establishing	  the	  	  necessary	  ecosystem	  
that	  facilitates	  the	  development	  of	  the	  market	  and	  long	  term	  	  financing	  
mechanism	  for	  project	  developers,	  but	  also	  end-‐users.	  
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•  Policy	  makers	  have	  to	  create	  a	  levelized	  playing	  field,	  promo-ng	  innova-ons	  in	  off-‐
grid	  solu-ons	  using	  the	  established	  incen-ves,	  such	  as	  tax	  incen-ves,	  grants	  (for	  
risk	  mi-ga-on)	  and	  smart	  subsidies	  

•  Renewable	  energies	  are	  economically	  interes-ng,	  but	  there	  are	  s-ll	  challenges	  to	  
be	  tackled:	  local	  financing	  (small	  amount	  and	  high	  interest	  rates),	  limited	  technical	  
knowledge,	  CAPEX	  s-ll	  high	  so	  subsidies	  remain	  important.	  However,	  necessary	  to	  
ensure	  sustainability	  of	  the	  project	  over	  the	  -me	  as	  subsidies	  are	  limited	  in	  -me.	  	  	  	  	  

•  Relevance	  of	  programmes	  focusing	  on	  empowering	  poor	  communi-es	  through	  the	  
crea-on	  of	  renewable	  energy	  companies	  which	  can	  deliver	  modern	  electricity	  
services.	  Necessary	  to	  develop	  local	  content	  of	  the	  systems:	  Jobs	  	  	  

•  Essen-al	  to	  have	  a	  policy	  and	  legisla-ve	  framework	  that	  facilitates	  the	  
development	  of	  projects.	  Private	  sector	  does	  not	  need	  grants,	  but	  rather	  long	  term	  
soe	  loans.	  	  

Conclusions	  
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Conclusions	  
	  

• 	  	  	  	  	   	  The	  main	  challenge	  affec-ng	  financing	  of	  off-‐grid	  renewable	  energy	  projects	  is	  an	  	  	  
	  inadequate	  regula-on	  and	  its	  random	  applica-on	  

• 	  	  	  	   	  Once	  we	  talk	  about	  off-‐grid,	  produc-ve	  uses	  become	  very	  important.	  Income	  
	  genera-on	  is	  crucial	  to	  ensure	  that	  people	  are	  able	  to	  pay	  their	  energy	  costs.	  

• 	  	  	  	  	  	  Off-‐grid	  RE	  is	  the	  most	  promising	  solu-on	  for	  comba-ng	  water	  scarcity.	  Economic	  
	  viability	  of	  PV	  pumps	  depends	  local	  costs	  of	  diesel	  and	  price	  development	  of	  PV	  
	  components	  

• 	  	  	  	  	  	  Different	  op-ons	  for	  water	  treatment	  making	  use	  of	  solar	  energy	  (e.g.	  solar	  water	  	  	  	  
	  pasteuriza-on,	  solar	  s-ll,	  humidifica-on/dehumidifica-on,	  membrane	  
	  dis-lla-on,	  desalina-on,	  etc.)	  

• 	  	  	  	  	  	  Equity	  finance	  in	  mini-‐grids:	  Large	  scale	  EU	  u-li-es	  have	  easier	  access	  to	  finance	  	  	  	  
	  than	  the	  smaller	  off	  grid	  companies	  and	  can	  therefore	  easier	  invest	  in	  mini-‐grids.	  	  	  
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Conclusions:	  Challenges	  and	  Resolu-on	  

	  

Challenges	   Solu1ons	  

Lack	  of	  ins-tu-onal	  and	  poli-cal	  will	   Stability,	  long-‐term	  master	  plan	  and	  
commitment	  towards	  RE	  and	  access	  to	  energy	  

Inadequate	  legal	  and	  regulatory	  framework	   Simplifica1on,	  standardisa1on	  (licensing,	  PPAs,	  
authorisa1on,	  access	  to	  market	  etc.)	  

Access	  to	  finance	  and	  support	  schemes	   Credit	  schemes,	  guarantees	  for	  the	  banking	  
sectors,	  subsidies,	  grants.	  

Lack	  of	  informa-on	  and	  need	  for	  capacity-‐
building	  on	  technical,	  business,	  financing.	  

From	  	  simple	  end-‐user	  educa-on	  to	  building	  
entrepreneurial	  skills	  and	  technical	  trainings.	  

Policy	  rewarding	  use	  of	  fossil	  fuels	   Level	  compe--on	  with	  RE	  sources,	  internalise	  
posi-ve	  externali-es	  linked	  to	  RE	  sources.	  

Lack	  of	  related	  infrastructures	   Investments	  in	  roads	  etc.	  
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Alliance	  for	  Rural	  Electrifica1on	  
Rue	  d’Arlon	  69-‐71	  	  

1040	  Brussels,	  Belgium	  
are@ruralelec.org	  
www.ruralelec.org	  

Follow	  us	  online	  
	  

   

Thank you for your attention! 


